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Streamlined bodies & modern workers

Men seeking wives, employers 
looking for workers, mistresses 
engaging maids - each and all are 
favorably impressed by good looks, 
it is undeniable that the plain girl is 
handicapped. 

Home Chat 22.02.1919: 231

Almost every employer realizes that 
there’s more often than not a 
fundamental connection between 
neatness of fingernails and 
neatness of type margins. 

Hazel Rawson Cades in Modern 
Woman 03.1930: 27



Fay’s work-a-day dress: economy, tips & etiquette



Chats on careers: 1919



business & bachelor girls: single women, work & marriage 1920s



feed your nerves: neurasthenia & the perils of modern life



business & bachelor girls: new looks for new consumers: 1930s’ 
advertising



frocks we work in & dressing to your salary: running two jobs



beauty on the job: feminising the workplace: self-presentation 

The most important factors 

in getting and keeping jobs 

are physical well-being, 

emotional control and 

sartorial smartness.  In 

other words you must look 

well, feel well and be well. 

Hazel Rawson Cades, 

Modern Woman, 04.1932: 

41



beauty on the job: feminising the workplace: cleanliness & subversion



modern professionals: suits and permanent dress models



Fantasies of transformation: fiction and working girl heroines 



Women must work


